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Social media has been argued to offer an avenue for the formation of global networks. Individuals on social media are easily connected to a network that cuts across different administrative boundaries. Crooks et al. (2014) argue that the interaction and international networks formed on social media are largely citizen-driven thus creating the social movements that in turn exists on a global scale. Castells (2009) argues that the self mass communication on social media translates into a global movement and that participants on social media can actively use social media sites to broadcast events, for example, the Arab Spring. Some authors have argued that cross-border dissemination of information has been made possible through the public sphere created on social media platforms.

The study of the international network formed by social media sites has been considered an important aspect since it sheds light on the extent to which social movements have taken. This paper, therefore, aims to point out whether the international networks formed on social media sites follow the orders of the existing world system. The study focused on twitter as an international network formed by social media by drawing illustrations from other world systems and theories. Following a standard set of hypotheses and methods, the study aimed to determine the presence of twitter in Hong Kong.
Some research questions were framed to determine this influence in the Occupy Central Movement; Research Question 1: Does the structure of the international network formed on Twitter around the Hong Kong Occupy Central Movement follow the existing order of the world system?
Hypothesis 1: A country/territory’s national income (a widely used benchmark for positions in the world system) is positively associated with its centrality in the international network formed on Twitter.
The results from this study indicated a strong connection of social media around the Occupy Central Movement. The study indicated a high level of online connectivity through twitter indicating a large proportion of tweets could have been disseminated within a local territory.

This study started by considering one of the most prominent immigrant movements in the US in which over 100, 000 students walked out of their classes in solidarity to defend the rights of immigrants (Malloy, 463). These protests and walkouts were in response to the illegal immigration acts that were passed by the House of Representatives that considered unregistered immigrants and those who assisted them as felons. Shore argues that these protests were mainly coordinated through online social media postings, emails, and text messages that were aimed at mobilizing collective action. Brodock et al. (2009) argue that social media acts as a gateway to digital activism. They argue that revolutions could be inspired by social media and online sites. Fowler, (2012) indicates an example of online initiated revolutions such as the Facebook revolutions in the Arab world which kicked off through social media and inspired protests through the Arab world.

It is however noted that the contribution of social media activism remains unknown and it is important to carry out further research activities to determine the usefulness of online communication to activism. Tilly, (1978) argues that social media ensures passive compliance among different participants to help create collective action.  Social media has for a long time used for the passage of activist's information (Gamson and Wolffeld, 1993) unlike the mainstream media which has been found to discredit activist actions or completely covering them up (McLeod &Hertog, 1999). It is indicated that activists how now turned to alternative media such as blogs, independent sites or even social media networks. The use of the internet has been found to represent another safer way through which activists can bypass gatekeepers who may censor and control their messages. The findings of this study indicated activists employed online tools as devices for activism primarily to pass their activist messages to their target audience. This study confirmed Tilly’s arguments that suggested the use of social media as a mobilization site and raising awareness among the general public (Tilly, 1978).
The two studies represented similar themes about social media use such as; social media offers an avenue through the mobilization of international support that could be sought. The findings according to the first study suggested that through the creation of social media citizen-driven networks, that further enhanced the flow of information and communication, the people in the Occupy Central Movement were able to a one interconnected territorial level network. The second also indicated that through the application of social media tools, activists were able to create appropriate and particular messages that were mainly aimed to reach their target audiences. Just like the first study, social media postings could be used to mobilize collective action. 
It is, however, important to note that the basis of examination on which the two studies relied was different, the first study aimed to determine whether globalization on social media was determined by the existing order of the world system. The second study, however, focused on finding out the influence of social media on activism and mobilization aimed at ensuring collective action.

The use of national income to determine if the social media networks still followed the existing order of the world system by carrying a multivariate analysis of the national income, could be considered as a limitation since the national income does not have the largest predicting power and instead, the territorial political grievances were found to be the strongest predictor. I, however, agree with the authors on the role played by social media in connecting people with a specified territory. I also agree with the findings of the other study which indicated that economic factors could not be used to determine the centrality in the international network but rather political grievances were found to be a strong factor.
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